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CLEAR LAKE AND MASON CITY COMPANIES PARTNER TO KICK OFF 
2005 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE MASON CITY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

 MASON CITY –  $5 ,000  inves tmen t s  made  by  Kra f t  Foods  o f  

Mason  Ci ty  and  TeamQues t  Corpora t ion  o f  C lea r  Lake  l ead  the  way  

for  the  annua l  fund - ra i s ing  campa ign  o f  t he  Mason  C i ty  Economic  

Deve lopmen t  Corpo ra t ion  (MCEDC) ,  wh ich  k i cked  o f f  t oday  wi th  a  

mee t ing  o f  vo lun tee r s  p repa r ing  to  con tac t  more  t han  200  bus ines se s  

in  Cer ro  Gordo  Coun ty .  

 

 “We  a re  p roud  to  be  se rv ing  a s  an  honora ry  co - cha i r  fo r  

t he  campa ign , ”  s ays  p l an t  Kra f t  Foods  p l an t  manage r  John  Miche l .  

“A  s t rong  and  succes s fu l  EDC i s  impor t an t  t o  ex i s t i ng  bus ines ses .    

The  EDC p rov ided  c r i t i c a l  a s s i s t ance  t o  Kra f t  w i th  t he  Iowa  

Depar tmen t  o f  Na tu ra l  Resources  and  the  Iowa  Depar tmen t  o f  

Economic  Deve lopmen t  in  Des  Moines  to  enab le  us  to  bu i ld  ou r  new 

warehouse .   Wi thou t  t he i r  t ime ly  a s s i s t ance  and  connec t ions  w i th  

t h e  r igh t  en t i t i e s ,  t he  warehouse  migh t  have  been  de layed  o r  no t  

b u i l t  a t  a l l . ” 

 

 Ter ry  Wisne r ,  EVP CFO o f  TeamQues t  Corpora t ion ,  s a id  h i s  

company  con t inues  to  p rov ide  f inanc ia l  suppor t  o f  t he  MCEDC fo r  

o the r  r ea sons .  “Our  company  c l ea r l y  r ecogn ize s  t he  impor t anc e  o f  a  

r eg iona l  app roach  to  economic  deve lopmen t .  I  am pe r sona l ly  ve ry  

p leased  wi th  the  jo in t  e f fo r t s  o f  the  MCEDC and  the  C lea r  Lake  

EDC,  which  i s  why  we  suppor t  bo th  g roups  a t  a  h igh  l eve l  

f inanc ia l ly .  The  fac t  tha t  they  a re  work ing  toge the r ,  ve ry  we l l  I  



migh t  add ,  i s  encourag ing  and  someth ing  we  wan t  to  see  con t inue  to  

evo lve  fo r  t he  be t t e rmen t  o f  t he  Cer ro  Gordo  Coun ty  and  Nor th  Iowa  

a r e a . ” 

 

Miche l  says  th i s  i s  t he  r igh t  t ime  to  be  aggress ive .  “So  much  

work  to  r eady  our  communi ty  has  been  done  over  the  l a s t  coup le  o f  

yea r s  to  p rov ide  the  in f ras t ruc tu re  fo r  bus inesses  to  come  in to  town .   

W i t h  t h e  s o u t h- s ide  annexa t ion  becoming  a  r ea l i t y ,  an  improv ing  

economy,  and  hope fu l ly  a  r e juvena ted  Iowa  Va lue ' s  Fund  a t  t he  s t a t e  

l eve l ,  Mason  C i ty  i s  po i sed  fo r  g rowth  and  new oppor tun i t i e s .   

Wi thou t  t he  fund ing  to  adve r t i s e ,  marke t ,  and  a s s i s t  new bus ines ses  

we  wi l l  be  mis s ing  oppor tun i t i e s .   Now i s  t he  t ime  to  be  aggres s ive  

in  ge t t ing  new bus inesses  to  look  a t  Mason  Ci ty ,  and  i t  t akes  money  

to  do  tha t , ”  commented  Mic he l .  

 

Wisne r  no ted  tha t  in  l igh t  o f  r ecen t  budge t  cu t s  made  by  the  

Mason  C i ty  Counc i l  t ha t  t he  campa ign  wi l l  t ake  on  a  spec i a l  

mean ing  to  t he  p r iva t e  s ec to r .  “Economic  deve lopmen t  i nves tmen t s  

a re  v i t a l  to  the  long  te rm hea l th  o f  the  communi ty .   There  i s  a  p r i c e  

t o  be  pa id  fo r  budge t  cu t s  t o  t he  economic  deve lopmen t  a r ena .   We  

cha l l enge  o the r  p r iva t e  s ec to r  bus ines se s  t o  s t ep  up  and  j o in  

TeamQues t  and  Kra f t  Foods  in  mak ing  an  inves tmen t  in  e f fo r t s  t o  

improve  fund ing  fo r  e conomic  deve lopmen t . ” s ays  Wisne r .   

 

MCEDC deve lopment  spec ia l i s t ,  Ken  Ba les ,  who  i s  l ead ing  the  

annua l  e f fo r t ,  p ra i sed  the  two  ma jo r  employer s  fo r  the i r  

invo lvement .  “ I t  i s  ve ry  g ra t i fy ing  to  see  two  companies  f rom 

d i f f e ren t  communi t i e s  g iv ing  back  in  such  a  b ig  way  and  

co l labora t ing  to  fund  the  e f fo r t s  o f  t he  MCEDC.  Bo th  have  been  an  

inves to r  in  our  e f fo r t s  fo r  many  years  and  fo r  tha t ,  we  a re  t ru ly  

g r a t e f u l . ” 



 

Wisne r  f rom TeamQues t  Corpora t ion  and  Miche l  f rom Kra f t  

Foods  p lace  themse lves  in  some  ve ry  good  company  when  i t  comes  

to  be ing  named  the  honora ry  co - cha i r s  o f  t he  MCEDC campa ign .  

Da ry l  Be rg  o f  Sunny  F re sh  Foods  cha i r ed  t he  2004  campa ign ,  O .  J ay  

Tomson ,  cha i rman  o f  F i r s t  C i t i zens  Na t iona l  Bank  l ed  the  campa ign  

in  2003 ,  and  J e r ry  Cur r i e ,  p r e s iden t  o f  Cur r i e s /Graham a  D iv i s ion  o f  

Assa  Ab loy  cha i r ed  the  e f fo r t  i n  2002 .  

 

Fo r  more  in fo rma t ion  on  the  campa ign ,  p l ease  ca l l  Ken  Ba le s  

a t  641- 423 - 5724 .  
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