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We work to continually bring timely, relevant and accurate data to our

business community. This quarter some statistics were late in arriving

and we apologize for the delay. We hope that you continue to see a
useful purpose for this information.

If there is something not in this report that you would like us to track,
please feel free to call or email our office. You can reach us via tele-
phone at 423-5724 or 800-944-1708 or

email at adeteman@masoncityedc.com.

If you know of someone that would like to receive the QER, please
contact us with their email information and we will gladly place them
on our list.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Dan Culhane, CEcD
Executive Director

Ken Bales
Development Specialist

Angela Determan
Project Manager

Briefs

Cost of Living in for Mason City is well below the
national average at 89.9%, and lower than several
other similar size Midwestern cities

The states seasonally adjusted unemployment
rate rose to 4.5 percent in September from 4.3
percent in August. One year ago, the state's job-
less rate was reported at 4.9 percent. In response
to stronger job growth, the statewide labor force
climbed to arecord level of 1,652,000 workers in
September.(10-20-05)

“The September labor force figures showed an in-
crease in the number of state residents looking
for work,”said Richard Running lowa Workforce
Development Director. (10-21-05)
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AREA NEWS

NIACC will host RE-

GIONAL ECONOMIC DE-

VELOPMENT AND ENTRE-

PRENEURISM—

A Symposium for Elected

Officials

Wed—November 30

7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Lunch included
Cost—$15.




Cost of Living COMPARISON SECOND QUARTER 2005

100 = National Aus

Urban Area 100% Com- | 13%Grocery | 30%Housing | 9%uUtilities 9% 4% 35%Muisc.

posite Index Transpor- | Healthcare Goods
tation

Mason City 89.9 84.6 85.1 94.3 103.3 89.5 91.3

Ames 94.7 88.4 93.7 93 96.7 95.7 97.7

Cedar Rapids 93.6 96.1 77.4 111.9 98.3 108.1 98.1

Davenport- 1A-

Moline- 96.2 92.1 92.6 102.2 101.3 92.0 98.0

Rock Idand -IL

Des Moines 95.6 91.3 95.7 107.7 94.2 925 94.2

Rochester, MN 975 89.7 89.6 112.2 99.8 104.2 101.4

Sioux Falls, SD 94.2 915 78.4 123.6 96.0 102.8 98.5

St. Cloud, MN 102.7 100.4 100.6 107.1 101.7 101.3 104.6

Omaha, NE 89.0 89.8 79.7 91.2 100.2 95.8 92.0

, Source: ACCRA Cost of Living Index, Second Quarter 2005.

Commercial Air Fare

TO: FROM: Des Moines | Minneapolis | Mason City | Cedar Rapids | Dubuque | Chicago | Moline
[Chicago,0'Hare ORD |Leisure 368 152 492 268 228 258]
Business 472 214 488 418 408 402
alk-Up 1,030} 527| 1,219 1,048} 1,198 610]
Denver  DEN Leisure 315| 118 452 364 397] 158 350]
Business 552 118 861 662 692] 332 424
alk-Up 1,035 410) 1,548 1,030} 1,126 611 1,050
Las Vegas LAS Leisure 305| 230 397| 3660 403188] 188 260]
Business 290 230 288 400 402 279 350]
alk-Up 1,042 500 1,165| 1,230} 784] 526 628]
New York City LGA  |Leisure 239 209 350 308 312 205 262
Business 496 204 554] 308 312] 277 262
alk-Up 506 499 554] 1,098} 914 577| 971]
[Orlando  MCO Leisure 293 177) 356 238 237 127 198]
Business 318 177) 320 635 367 125 318]
alk-Up 709 1,053 707] 1,010} 924 497 788]
Phoenix  PHX Leisure 340| 238 466 376 414 197 260
Business 523 238 743] 389 717] 308| 388]
alk-Up 950 557| 948] 1,230} 1,081} 518 600]
San Francisco SFO [Leisure 368 270 411 386 404] 192 254
Business 520 218 642 412 445 322 350]
alk-Up 844 702 974 978 876 644 900]
Seattle SEA Leisure 419 198 454 334 332 252 340]
Business 492 198 491 765 769 346 639
alk-Up 882 837 1,228 1,230} 1,297| 569 700]
[Washington DCA Leisure 298| 220 403 288 298] 137 244
Business 350 235 440 318 318] 218 244
alk-Up 391 897 440 631 518] 325 396
IAverage Leisure 279 220 384 281 319 204 276
Business 469 244 651 492 503] 299 390]
alk-Up 808] 650 992 1,045} 1,069 521 695]

Source: Mason City Municipal Airport - lowa DOT Office of Aviation

Mason City Airport

Mesaba, 8th largest regional airline in the
U.S. files bankruptcy. Industry officials say
the filing should have little impact on trav-
elers and NO flights are cancelled at the
moment. Minnesota News Network

See our newsletter “Y-MCW” found at www.
masoncityedc.com or contact adeter-
man@masoncityedc.com to receive this quar-
terly publication.




Retail Sales Tax REPORT

Mason City/Cerro Gordo County

Quarter Ending Quarter Ending

03/31/04 03-31-05
Mason City/Cerro Gordo County

No. Businesses Reporting 872/1308 871/1318
Taxable Sales $103,921,113/$121,017,721  $106,022,722/$122,383,278
Taxes Generated $ 5,196,065/$ 6,050,892 $ 5,301,147/$ 6,119.185

Source: lowa Department of Revenue & Finance

Financial INSTITUTION DEPOSIT

June 2003 June 2004 June 2005 % Change 2004-05

$809,765 $803,947 $841,201 +4.4%

Source: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

LabOI‘ SU M MA RY Cerro Gordo County

August August Percent

2004 2005 Change
Labor Force 27,040 25,990 -4.04%
Unemployed 1030 1070 -3.73%
Rate 3.8% 4.1% 0.3%
Employment 26,010 24,920 -4.37%

*not seasonally adjusted

Source: lowa Workforce Development. Mason City, lowa

HOUS|ng SALES Mason City

August ‘04 2004 YTD August '05 2005 YTD
Listings Sold 100 537 84 531
Dollar/Sale Volume $10,475,797 $56,164,716 $9,861,660 $60,256,671

Source: Mason City MLS



Residential REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY

August 2004 YTD August 2005 YTD
Buildings/Units Buildings/Units
Amount Amount
Cerro Gordo County
Total Permits (year to date) 36/40 33/34
Single Family Housing Permits &
Multi-Family Housing Permit $6,647,409 $5,463,279

Mason City ranks 616 for consolidated tax ratesfor citiesin lowa 2003 Tax Year, FY 2005
(1=Highest)

Source: Mason City Community Development Department & U.S. Census Bureau

Online RESOURCES

American Chamber of Commerce Researchers Association—www.accra.org
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor—www.bls.gov
City of Mason City’s Inspection Services Division—www.masoncity.net
lowa Department of Transportation—Office of Aviation—www.dot.state.ia.us

lowa Workforce Development—www.iowaworkforce.org

Mason City Board of Realtors —www.masoncitymls.com

Mason City Convention and Visitor's Bureau—www.masoncitytourism.com
Mason City Chamber of Commerce—www.masoncityia.com

Mason City Municipal Airport—www.masoncity.net

U.S. Census Bureau—www.census.gov

25 West State Street, Suite B
Mason City, IA 50401
Phone: (641) 423-5724

FAX: (641) 423-5725
www.masoncityedc.com




