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OVER 60 MASON CITY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS pulled together on Thursday, July 
23rd and Friday the 24th to help Bushel Boy install the liner in their newly excavated 
retention pond. The pond will capture all of the rainwater from the 18 acres of the 
Bushel Boy greenhouse facility roof for use as crop irrigation water. Bushel Boy, a leading 
Midwest producer of hydroponic tomatoes, is building the first phase of what will be a 
50-acre, high-tech greenhouse facility in Mason City – one of the largest greenhouses in 
Iowa. When the first phase is completed, Bushel Boy will provide approximately 50 full-
time jobs at the facility. 

The morning’s work proved to be a team-building exercise for the Mason City High School 
students, most of whom play for the football team. Bushel Boy is making a donation 
to the MCHS Athletic Fund in thanks for their efforts. John Lee, head football coach at 
MCHS, said “What I love about Mason City is the sense of community and partnership. 
This project is a great example of private and public partners working together for benefit 
of all in the community.” 

Aaron Sumption, Vice President Sales & Marketing for Bushel Boy Farms, said, “At Bushel 
Boy Farms, we are extremely excited to join the Mason City community with the addition 
of our new vegetable greenhouse on the south side of town. We are so impressed by the 
support of the community leaders, schools, and residents. It is our hope that we continue 
to build on these relationships and look for additional opportunities to partner together.”

The first phase of the project is on track to be complete later this fall, with operations 
intended to begin by December. 


